Western Ringtail
Action Group



What do Western
Ringtail Possums
look like?

The Westem Ringtail Possum is a nocturnal marsupial up to

|.3kg in weight and approximately 40cm in body length. The
fur is dark brown above with cream to grey fur undemeath.
The tail grows to 4lcm in length and has a white tip. The
Western Ringtail can be distinguished from the Common
Brushtail Possum (Trichosurus vulpecula) by its smaller rounded
ears and thin prehensile tail, which is as long as its body
(DEWHA).

The Western Ringtail Possum, Pseudocheirus occidentalis, is a
small marsupial which is native to the southwest region of
Westemn Australia. The Western Ringtail was once widely
spread across the south west land area from Perth to Albany.
However, due to extensive land clearing for agriculture and
urban development, the Western Ringtail  has now
declined to less than 10% of its
original  geographical range.
Protection of the Westem
Ringtails within the South
West region is therefore
essential for the survival of
the species.

* Removal of Peppermint trees from private property
* Land clearing for agriculture and urban development

* Excessive pruning of Peppermint trees disrupting the
connectivity of the tree canopy

* Logging and burning of south-west forests
* Predation by feral cats and foxes
* Attacks from domestic cats and dogs

* Killed by traffic while crossing roads in search of food and
habitat

* Poisoning by rat and snail bait

¢ Relocation to unsuitable
habitat

* Summer/hot fires burning
tree canopies and habitat

¢ Diseases such a
toxoplasmosis, carried by
cats and other mammals.




What do they eat?

Western Ringtails eat peppermint leaves (Agonis flexuosa),
other native leaves such as jarrah (Eucalyptus marginata),
marri (Corymbia calophylla) and local native plants such as
Melaleucas and wattle species (Acacia sp) (DPaW).

In urban areas possums also feed on a variety of garden species
including rose bush leaves and flowers, and a variety of cultivated
fruits.

A Western Ringfail
Possum’s home

Western Ringtails are noctumnal (active at night) and sleep
during the day often in dreys (nests). They build their dreys
in the canopy of Peppermint trees [and other trees] with
twigs and leaves they collect using their prehensile tails.
Western Ringtails are also known to nest in hollows of
large old trees or in the undergrowth where it is particularly
dense and provides protection from predators. In urban
areas they sometimes nest in house or shed roofs when
there are suitable openings for them to get in.




Domestic Cat with dead
possum = Remember to lock
domestic animals in at night
(Photo: Mosman Council)

How to live happily
with Western
Ringfail Possums

The Western Ringtail Possum is an iconic species of the
South West. Living so closely with wildlife offers many
important opportunities to experience nature but can
sometimes cause problems too. Here are some tips to find
a happy balance.

I) Learn to appreciate your local wildlife such as possums.

2) Leam to love native gardening — unlike roses and other
exotic species, native plants are suited to the local soil
type and climate and have less chance of being negatively
affected by possums.

Western Ringtails have a particular liking to new rose
buds and shoots and can often feast on these overnight.
There are numerous attractive spring and summer
flowering native species that will also brighten up your
garden.

3) Seal house eaves and install one or more possum boxes
in your yard to provide an alternative habitat for the
possums to encourage them not to nest in your roof.
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For injured or orphaned
Western Ringtail Possums

If you find any injured or sick possums or wildlife, please try
to wrap them in a towel or put them in a box or bag and
take them straight to a vet for examination. In most cases
the vet will not charge and when able to, will hand them
over to a carer for rehabilitation and release.
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For more advice contact:

Fostering Assistance for Wildlife
Needing Aid Inc (FAWNA Inc): www.fawna.com.au

Wildcare Helpline: 9474 9055
Your local Department of Parks and Wildlife
Your local Shire

The Possum Centre Inc: www.possumcentre.com.au




* Improve planning of urban areas so that more habitat is
The easiest way to find out if there are westemn ringtails retained.

in the area is to check for scats under trees and look for
dreys in the canopy. At night take a torch and explore
the canopies, looking out for shining red-orange eyes and * Revegetate habitat corridors to reconnect fragmented
listening out for rustles in the branches and roof-tops. bushland

* Manage bushland sensitively

* Revegetate with peppermint trees in suitable areas
* Keep cats and dogs indoors at night

* Increase public awareness about the vulnerable status of

the ringtails
* Plant food for possums in your garden such as Acacia ¢ Get involved! Volunteer with one of the local organisations
saligna working towards saving our ringtails.

* Prevent clearing of habitat and retain peppermint trees on
Shire, Crown and private land



For more information contact:

* South West Catchments Council for your local regional group
www.swcenrm.org.au 9724 2400

* FAWNA Inc www.fawna.com.au

* The Possum Centre Inc www.possumcentre.com.au

* Your local Department of Parks and Wildlife www.dpaw:wa.gov.au
* Your Local Government Authority, WALGA www.walga.asn.au
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